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Bernie Sanders has refused to take money from corporations or super-rich donors—but he's now getting funding from just about

everybody. In a candidate ad released today, Sanders makes it clear that he will accept donations from individuals at far less than the
current legal limits, but their cumulative donations will still total $2.7 million. The Sanders campaign says in the ad that it's "the

largest uncoordinated, independent campaign in the history of American politics." It's referring to the fact that he's so far raised his
money independently of the Democratic Party and other campaigns. That's been a key part of his candidacy since the beginning. In
2011, Sanders told me that he made his first presidential campaign because he said the Democratic Party was controlled by "Wall
Street and the campaign finance system." "I didn't feel that the people who are supposed to stand up for us have been doing that. I

thought we were on the side of ordinary people. I thought we were on the side of what is right," he told me in February 2011.
Sanders said that he ran his campaign as "an independent expenditure" of his own. His campaign is meant to be the grassroots
movement of the average American who feels frustrated by the Washington establishment, not the more corporate Democrat.

"Bernie Sanders has not been financed by millionaires and billionaires, Wall Street and corporate interests," the Sanders campaign
says in the ad. Sanders' supporters have been known to call for the candidate to follow in the footsteps of John F. Kennedy, who

raised money from average Americans—but Sanders has always maintained that he can't follow in the footsteps of other candidates,
since he hasn't taken money from special interests. And yet, it appears that Sanders is the one politician that the people are pulling

for. In a Daily Beast/YouGov poll in January, Sanders raised the largest number of voters' approval. More than 40 percent of voters
nationwide said that they would "definitely" or
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