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bytes compressed.Drug use by Colombian

adolescents: A three years (2008-2010) follow-up
study in Bogotá. To describe drug use patterns of
Colombian adolescents and analyze their socio-

demographic patterns according to gender. Data
were collected from a representative sample of

adolescents 15 years old from Bogotá. The sample
included 2,173 adolescents (1,008 males and 1,065
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females) from two National Education Centers. Drug
use and psychosocial factors such as self-

perception, depression, and self-esteem were
assessed by means of self-reported questionnaires.

In 2009, drug use among the total sample was
45.6% (CI 95%: 41.9-49.4). Prevalence was higher

among males. (48.2%; CI 95%: 44.2-52.2) than
females (35.8%; CI 95%: 32.6-39.2). Sex differences

were also present in the main drug consumed,
marijuana. (17.7%; CI 95%: 14.9-20.4) in males, and

cocaine (9.9%; CI 95%: 8.2-11.6) in females. In
2010, drug use among the total sample was lower

(39.3%, CI 95%: 35.6-43.0) than in 2009. Prevalence
was higher among females (44.2%; CI 95%:
39.4-49.0). Sexual and physical abuse were

associated with drug use. The practice of using
drugs increased among female adolescents as

compared to male adolescents. Of the total sample,
15.6% reported drug abuse in 2009. The number of
adolescents reporting drug use decreased to 12.6%
in 2010. ( - 9 3 ) ) ? - 1 / 6 W h a t i s t h e v a l u e o
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